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RVAA joined representatives from all major industry groups
at a strategic analaysis discussion on the current state and
future of the RV industry. The meeting took place in
Charleston, SC, March 16-17, 2008 in conjunction with a
meeting of the RVDA (Recreational Vehicle Dealers Associa-
tion) Board Meeting held at the Charleston Place Hotel.

RVAA President Mike McKay and Executive Director Karl
Etshied represented the aftermarket for the event which saw
all segments of the industry represent their ideas of where
the industry is heading. RVAA utilized an analysis devel-
oped the week previously by its Board of Directors to pro-
vide a well-rounded report on the aftermarket’s perspective
on the state of the industry.

Key Discussion topics included the current economic condi-

tions, gas prices and new standards and threats through
government regulation.

RVIA Adopts New Formaldehyde Standard
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Coon Discusses Adjusted
RV Shipment Forecast

Citing the latest forecast from Dr. Richard Curtin of
the University of Michigan Survey Research
Center, RVIA President Richard Coon recently
said that the industry is now expecting a 13.8
percent drop in wholesale shipments this year to
304,700 units. This is down from the 334,200 unit
projection made in November 2007.

“Falling home prices along with diminished
household wealth and declining consumer
confidence are contributing to the expected
decrease,” Coon said. “However, our industry is
still strong. We're having a tough stretch right now,
just as our industry has had before. And, like in
other times, the market will recover.”

TheRVIA Board of Directorsunanimoudy voted the proposed CdiforniaAir Resources Board (CARB)
formadehyde emissionleve standardsfor wood productsto become an RVIA membership requirement with
an effective dateto be determined at the next Board of Directors meeting on June 12 at Committee Week.The
CARB standard will replacethe HUD standard for formal dehyde emission levelsadopted earlier thisyear asa

requirement for association membership.

The CARB regulation establishesanew forma dehyde emission standard in two phasesfor three composite
wood products— hardwood plywood, particleboard, and medium density fiberboard — utilized in finished
goodsor productsincluding RV sthat areoffered for salein Caifornia Itisexpected that Californiawill issuea

find ruleauthorizing thenew regulaionthisspring.

Thefirst phase of the CARB wood products standard stipul atesthat veneer core and thin MDF meet an
emissionleve of .08 partsper million by January 1, 2009. Composite core materiad smust meet the samelevel
by June 1, 2009. Fabricators, whichincludes RV manufacturers, building productsto sell in California, no
matter wherethey are manufactured or assembled, will haveuntil July 1, 2010to beginusing CARB certified

wood products.

“We adopted thenew CARB wood product emission standard ahead of California’sofficia establishment of

the regul ation to underscore our commitment to our customersand their ability to use our productswith confi-
dence,” saild RVIA President Richard Coon. “Wea so wanted to give our membersampletimefor planning to
meet theimplementation date.”



