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RVAA Meets With RVDA, RVIA

RVAA President Mike M cK ay and Executive Director Karl
Etshied spent two daysin Washington, DC for individual
meetingsat the headquartersof RVIA (Recreationa Vehicle
Indstry Association) and RVDA (Recregtiond VehicleDedlers
Association). Themeetingswereva uablein continuingto
expand the associ ation’srel ationshipswith thesemgjor industry
groups and to exchange views of topicsthat areimportant to all
segmentsof themarketpl ace.

Thechief topic of discussonwith RVIA involved the current
state of the economy and potential additiond threatstothe
industry from suchissuesasflormal dehydelawsuitscurrently in
courts. RVIA economists currently havelowered the manufac-
turing estimatesfor the coming year beyond the 5% proj ected
lossannounced at the Louisville Show. The continuing eco-
nomic dowdown and fearsof continuing escal ating gasprices
have affected consumersand their enthusiasmfor largeticket
expenditures such asrecreationa vehicles. Theprojectionsare
for economicimprovement heading into 2009.

Discussionsat RV DA focused on continuing partnerships
between RVAA andthedealers association intheareaof
communi cationswith RVAA continuing to provide content and
specid membership advertising ratesin RVDA's“ RV Executive
Magazine.” Theinsert project wasinitiated in January 2008
and hasincreased the associ ation’s exposurethroughout the
dedl ership community with monthly aftermarket-themed content
and amonthly messagefrom RVAA'sPresident MikeMcK ay

Discussionsasotook placeregarding RVAA'sinvolvement in
the aftermarket educational tract which ispresented a the

RV DA Convention each year in LasVegas. Thisyear’sevent
will beheld at the Rioin LasVegas September 23-26, 2008.

RVDA President MikeMolino provided Mr. Etshied and Mr.
Mckay with anintroductionto several new initiativesbeing
pursued by the deal er association and asked key staff members
includingVice President Phil Ingrassiaand Vice President
Ronnie Hepp to participate and provide updates on projects
whichthey are currently managing.

RVAA President Mike McKay (left) with RVIA President Richard Coon
(center) and RVAA Executive Director Karl Etshied at RVIA Headquar-
ters in Reston, VA.

President McKay with RVDA President Mike Molino at RVDA
Headquarters in Fairfax, VA.




